SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
Gandhi, who is not only an idealist and a man of prin-
ciple, but also an intensely practical politician, attempted
to cope with this seemingly desperate situation by organ-
izing a non-violent form of direct action, which he called
sayagraha. For a full account of the methods and results
of satyagraha the reader is referred to War without Viol-
ence by Krishnalal Shridharani (New York, 1939). Here
it is only necessary to state that the method achieved a
number of striking successes against odds which, from a
military point of view, were overwhelmingly great. To
those who think that the record of Gandhi's achievements
is irrelevant to the historical and psychological situation
of the industrial West, Mr. Shridharani makes the follow-
ing answer:
My contact with the Western world has led me to think
that, contrary to popular belief, satyagrahay once con-
sciously and deliberately adopted, has more fertile fields in
which to grow and flourish in the West than in the Orient.
like war, satyugra/ta demands public spirit, self-sacrifice,
organization and discipline for its successful operation,
and I have found these qualities displayed in Western
communities more than in my own." Perhaps the best
craftsmen in the art of violence may still be the most
effective wielders of non-violent direct action. It is
but a question, in the words of William James, of
'opinion-making men seizing historic opportunities/
It is often argued that sayagraha cannot work against
an organization whose leaders are prepared to exploit
their military superiority without qualm or scruple. And
of course this may very well be the case. No more than
my other form of political action, violent or otherwise,
cai* mtyagraha guaranty success. But even though,
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